THE   GREAT   BATTLES
converted into a vanguard, which drove them from the
town, captured their stores, and beat them up all the way
to Heilsberg; after which he dropped into line, still
masking Napoleon's main position between the Passarge
and lower Vistula.
Both armies had wounds to lick and losses to repair
during their stay in quarters, and the French proceeded
so quickly that within a few weeks Ney's corps could
muster its average of 20,000. Breaking-point, so nearly
encountered at Eylau and immediately after, passed from
the prospect of the Grand Army. Napoleon's irritation
gave way to a dream for building a Temple of the
Madeleine in honour of his legions, again raised to
150,000. And the Russians at last decided that it was
better to risk another battle than let the recovery go
farther.
It 'was now June, and instead of winter floods the
country bore a coating of dust and swarming flies. Ney
in his leading position -was attacked on the 5th, and made
the Russians fight for every inch of ground to Deppen
crossing, where he held the banks while the main army
streamed over. The rate of going was barely five miles
a day, with always enough sting in the rear-guard to ward
off attacks from the general concentration. Ney had a
feverish time, and it came as a mere detail when he lost
his luggage and was forced to borrow a pair of breeches
before he could retire decently, like a Napoleonic Marshal,
now that sansculotte days were over.
At last Napoleon, with his dispositions effected, faced
about and pointed the Grand Army across the Passarge.
Back went the Russians, and in the pursuit Ney's corps
arrived at Eylau again on the i3th. By this time the
landscape had been restored to healthy nature, with sun-
light picking out some colossal mounds marking the
dead of that indecisive slaughter. There -were rich fields
and waving trees reflected in smooth lakes, the whole
scene shining like a happy omen to men who recalled
the mud and snow of an earlier crossing. And it was a
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